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In the first place, then, he says, that to be a
'Theist is to believe that God exists, not to be-
lieve that He is of such and such a character.
Thus, Calvin was a Theist just as clearly as
Canon Farrar is, though the latter believes that
God will have mercy on everybody, and the
former believed He would have mercy on ex-
ceedingly few. The author, however, means a
great deal more than this. Not only is a belief
in God per *e independent of any belief as to his
moral character, but it is independent also of any
beliefs as to his i distinctness from Nature,7 or even
.as to c his personality.7 In short, a belief in God
per se is simply a belief in some ' regularity in the
universe to which a man must conform under
penalties.7 That is to say, God is Nature as dis-
cerned by the clearest vision ; and Nature is God
.as discerned by a less clear vision. Thus far,
however, he has not answered his objector ; he
has only put his own position in a yet more
objectionable light. How can Nature, regarded
.merely as a regularity, take the place of God ?
The author answers frankly, that if by God be
meant the Christian God, this God in Nature
will not take his place completely ; but though
it takes his place only partially, it will neverthe-